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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 12 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Method claim 12 is dependent upon Apparatus claim 1. It appears to be a 
typographical error. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, maciiine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim(s) 1 1 , 13-20 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 as not falling within one 

of the four statutory categories of invention. While the claims recite a series of steps or 
acts to be performed, a statutory "process" under 35 U.S.C. 101 must (1) be tied to 
another statutory category (such as a particular apparatus), or (2) transform underlying 
subject matter (such as an article or material) to a different state or thing (Reference the 
May 15, 2008 memorandum issued by Deputy Commissioner for Patent Examining 
Policy, John J. Love, titled "Clarification of 'Processes' under 35 U.S.C. 101"). The 
instant claims neither transform underlying subject matter nor positively tie to another 
statutory category that accomplishes the claimed method steps, and therefore do not 
qualify as a statutory process. 

Applicant may overcome the above rejection by including the 'specific apparatus' 
used in "defining a header compression policy...", in claim 11. 
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Applicant please note that claim 12, upon corrections, will be subject to the 
rejection as above. 

3. Claims 21-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Machine readable medium is defined, among other things, as carrier waves, 
infrared signals, etc., (Specification [0009]) considered as non-statutory subject matter 
since it is not a physical thing. Applicant may amend the claim by claiming a 'machine 
readable storage, volatile or non volatile, medium'. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-7, 10-15, 18-27 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kim et al ('Kim"), US 2005/0100051 , in view of Plamondon et al. 
("Plamondon"), US 2007/0206621 . 

Claims 1, 10, 11, 18, 20, 21 and 30. 

Kim discloses a compression processing unit (40,40' - fig. 1) for compressing a header 
of an IP packet (claim 10), when a socket request signal is received from the socket 
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option setting unit a policy is set to compress tine pacl^et based on the characteristics of 
the networl< (IP network), type of packet (IP packet) and user's preference for header 
compression (see [0013], [0014], [0032] and [0033]). 
Kim does not specifically disclose defining the header policy for a packet to be 
transmitted through the network. 

However, Plamondon discloses a policy engine 295 (fig. 2A) to define a header 
policy for a packet to be transmitted, (see [0078], [0097] and [0098]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time of invention, to modify Kim by utilizing application delivery system/policy engine of 
Plamondon in order to realize how the application to be delivered to the user and 
thereby reducing overhead on low-speed serial links as desired by Kim. 

Claims 2, 3, 12, 13, 22 and 23. Kim discloses a packet processing unit 30, 30' (fig. 1 ) 
that sets an option (see [0029]) of a socket request signal. However, Kim is not very 
clear whether or not processing unit 30 acts as a filter to select between delivering the 
packet to the compression logic and to the network and discarding the packet from the 
compression logic as claimed herein. 

However, Plamondon discloses an overflow mechanism and an application unit 
200 (fig. 2A), an equivalent to the claimed filter. The overflow mechanism selects 
between delivering the packets in accordance with the policy agent and discards the 
packets based upon the set policy (see [0122], [0123]. 
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Claims 4, 14, 24. In addition to the rejection discussed above (with respect to claims 
2 and 3), Plamondon further discloses that the policy engine generates header 
compression parameters based upon the policy set for compression (see [0125]). 

Claims 5, 19, 25. As discussed in the rejection of claim 1 above, Plamondon 
discloses policy engine 295 defines header policy based on, among other things, the 
characteristics of the network such as network type, bandwidth or prior knowledge of 
header compression (see [0097], [0098]). 

Claims 6, 7, 15, 26 and 27. Kim disclose decompression unit (see fig. 1) for 
identifying header compression method information by analyzing the transmission 
header of the packet and releasing the header compression of the packet according to 
the identified compression method information, in the case that the packet is received 
from other terminal through the network. 

As discussed above, Kim does not disclose a policy engine to define header 
policy. However, Plamondon discloses a policy engine defining header policy (see 
rejection of claim 1 above) for a packet based upon user's preference or predefined 
rules on header decompression (also see [0055]). 

Examiner notes that in setting a header policy for another packet can be realized 
by one of skill in the art in a manner similar to one discussed above based on 
characteristics of the network or user's preference etc.. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 8 and 9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

6. Claims 16, 17, 28 and 29, have the same allowable subject matter as in claims 8 
and 9, however these claims are rejected under 35 USC 101 . 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Bachmann et al. (US 2007/01 10009), Kanchei Loa (US 6,314,095). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AFSAR M. QURESHI whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3178. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Trost can be reached on (571) 272 7872. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tine status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

1 2/5/2009 /Afsar M Qureshi/ 

Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2472 



